Stronger Together: Accomplishments of 20 Years of
Conservation Partnership in the Kootenays
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Indigenous Acknowledgement

KCP respectfully
acknowledges that we work
and live in the traditional,
ancestral, and unceded
territories of the Ktunaxa,
Secwepemc, Sinixt and Syilx
Okanagan.
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“To have landscapes in the
Kootenay that sustain
biological diversity and
ecological processes, support
economic and social well-
being, and have communities
that demonstrate the
principles of environmental
stewardship for future
generations”



Local Government Issues

» Sustainability

- Clean water

* Climate mitigation

* Climate change
adaptation
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Sustaining the Environmental, Social and Economic Well Being of the East Kootenays

£
™

ate and facilit
- on efforts on pri
and to generate the support and -
resources needed to maintain this
effort




Landscape Connectivity

Guidelines for conserving connectivity
through ecological networks and corridors

WILDLIFE
CONNECTIVITY

- LEGEND -

. Sensitive Landscape Area
I:l Valley Bottom

. Movement Corridor

. River
B roads

. Train Tracks

Developing capacity for a protected planet

GRAPHIC: BAILEY REPP (WILDSIGHT)



Low Elevation Spaces

American Badger Range
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Low Elevation Habitats

Marc-Andre Beacuher Photo



Kootenay Conservaticn Program

Conserving Private Land in the Kootenays

9 MORE REASONS

TO SUPPORT
PRIVATE LAND CONSERVATION

ECOSYSTEM THREATS
THE LOW DOWN
ONTHE DC

Habitats and species in the Kootenays face many
threats, most of which are linked to human activity.
Ecosystems most heavily impacted by human
activity are low elevation grasslands, forests,
FRESH WATER cLEA" Aln wetlands and riparian areas. Although the scale vALLEV BUT‘I’UMS
KEEP THE GREEN ;_w HINE CLEAN and type of threat varies, private land conservation LOW LANDS, HIGH VALUE
- = = can help to protect or enhance impacted or 5
threatened ecosystems,
When healthy, the naturalworld offersan
abundance of goods and services,
t0an i and freshveater & notjust lom SPECIES AT RISK
and fauna that rely on these systems, human EVER THINK... ABOUT THE SKINK?
communities also depend on functional
ecosystems. Many ecological services
place on private land. The maintenance and QOver 350 species of plants, animals and fungus

In the Kootenay region, high elevatio
mountainous areas receive more p

el et ecological significance, that lack
T b riees S e are considered “at risk” in British Columbia. More 3 ther.pu
we b ea‘tha the water Nad:m;pf:é ?Jodw-: than half of known occurrences in the Kootenays protections, and that may face threats from
5 e, e watorwe oHek S are on valley bottom private land, with higher development or industrial activities

sat;and muchmore. concentrations in the East Kootenays. That means

private land conservation is essential in ensuring
species have what they need to survive, especially
those at risk.

CURIOUS ABOUT SPECIES AT RISK IN THE KOOTENAYS?
HERE ARE JUST AFEW:

Often known as nature’s kidney, wetlands

improve water quality, store floodwater, and
support surface water flow during d
Pl provide habitat for m
of British Columbia
concern. Today
in the Kootenays are found on prvate land,
making conservation of these ecologically:
significantareas a high priority.

American Badger - Little Brown Myotis Bat Low elevation old-growth forests sup,
Northern Leopard Frog -Western Skink health of entire watersheds and provide critical
Grizzly Bear - Rubber Boa - Western Racer habitat for nu pecies. Many of the
Lewis's Woodpecker - Spalding’s Campion Kootenay region's low elevation old-gro
Gillette's Checkerspot Butterfly forests have been compromised due to human
activities, including forestry practices and
reservoirs created by hydroelectric dams. In t
Kootenays, many of the remaining o

ouss|

Warmer temperatures, fluctuating precipitation
patterns and new wildfire regimes will cause many
ecosystems to change. However, not all ecosystems
will change at the same rate. Climate change
refugia are places within a landscape that will not
experience the impacts as quickly, giving plant

and animal species time to adapt. Connecting
refugia is key, as it provides habitat corridors
between these places, on both regional and large
landscape scales. In the face of a changing climate,
conservation of these critical locations can help to
Py o create a more ecologically-resilient region.

GRASSLANDS & DRY FOREST:

More than 30% of the province's species

| grasslands hom: in the
enay region, grasslands and dry forests
more abundant at low elevations a
often found on private land. Without
und conservation and stewardship of
lands, the ecological integrity of
fragile spaces will continue to erod
As well, ongoing stewardship ¢
long-term fire resilience: less ground fuel,
ealthy habitats

s of

ape-
erving the

npromote

resh water, clean air
cosystem threats

alley bottoms

etlands

pecies at risk

ld-growth forests
rasslands and dry forests
limate change

Ildlife corridors
onservation options



KCP Partnership
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KCP Partners

Number of Partners

KCP Partners by Year

The number of KCP

partners grew nearly
250% in the last 20
years, from 36 in 2002
to 85 in 2022,




Local Government Partnership

WILDLIFE « FISH « HABITAT - WETLANDS « GRASSLANDS

~Local Government

Together we're taking
care of our natural
landscapes and our
Kootenay way of life.

OR CONSERVATION

INTHE KOOTENAY.

e | FEATURING...

habitats, clean water and aquatic

Knowledgeable guest speakers including Deb
Curran (Green Bylaws Toolkit), Scott Boswell
L (Okanagan Conservation Collaboration
aforum for local government el 5
taff on tools for conservation in the Kootenays. This forum Program), and Michael Proctor (Trans-Border

will showcase examples of how local governments have Grizzly Bear Project).
Iy integrated consaryation into their
well as explore local to nd needs oflocal

governmentn the Koote REGISTER ONLINE AT
MORE INFORMATION

cartePrUSE




KCP Conservation Approach

Kootenay Conservaticn Program

Develop
collaborative
priorities:

Support
conservation:

Connect
landscapes:

Promote
stewardship:

Secure
ecologically
significant
properties:



Local Conservation Funds

Koofenay Conservatian Frogrom

Develop
collaborative
priorities:

Support
conservation:

Connect
landscapes:

Promote
stewardship:

Secure
ecologically
significant
properties:



Local Conservation Funds

i |

" Local Conservation Funds in British Columbia 4

buc Tach Covermicull o Commymblygeizalion3 ¥ v Local government service
""‘h ¥} e ERRER © Dedicated fund for

- WA B AR nscrvation projects

L v Parcel or property tax

v Support local priorities

LW




KCP20 How Local Conservation Funds Work




Kootenay Conservaticn Program

How Local Conservation Funds Work

AKCP

Project Proposals

KLLCF funding is available for conservation projects that
result in the reduction to a known threat to biodiversity.
Projects that are technically sound and effective, and
provide value for money through partnerships with
other funders will have priority. Proponents mustbe a
registered not-for-profit organization, First Nations
band. or local government. Ungualified groups or
organizations may partner with a gualified organization.
Multi-year projects are acceptable to a maximum three
years. A Technical Review Committee will review project
proposals and make recommendations to the RDCK for

final funding approval.

Annual Timeline

= August 15 - Call for Proposals

October 29 - Applications Due

November - Technical Review Completed

January - RDCK Review Completed

February - RDCK Board of Director’s Final
Approval

March - Applicants Notified

April - Funding Agreement Documents Finalized

Note: Land acquisition or covenant proposals may be
submitted at any time during the year provided there is
sufficient time for the KCP Technical Review Committee
and the RDCK to review proposals.Any money not
allocated from the Local Conservation Fund in any given

Home Who We Are ~

Proposals must meet the Mandatory
Requirements before they will be considered.
These are:

1. Projects must be delivered in the Fund Service
Area where the Local Conservation Property
Parcel Tax is collected in the rural areas around
Kootenay Lake, specifically Electoral Areas A, D,
and E (click here for map) within the RDCK.

2. Projects must address at least one IUCN threat
to biodiversity as specified in the Terms of
Reference.

3. Projects must address at least one of the Direct
Conservation Action priorities (see Table 5)
indicated in the KLLCF Guidance Document. The
Executive Summary of the guidance document
can be found here.

4. Proponents must be non-profit. have registered

society status or must partner with an

organization that has registered society status.

5. Proponents must be prepared to make a 10
minute presentation on the outcomes of their
work on an annual basis, in addition to submitting

a written report.

What We Do ~

n Funds v News & Resources v

Local Cons

Grant Application Forms

The 2022 intake for the Kootenay Lake Local
Conservation Fund has closed.

Grant Reporting Forms

For 2021 Projects, Final Report is due January 31,
Please check back for the form.

Video Guidelines

Securement application forms can
info@kootenayconservation.ca o

Form Help

Please follow these instruc?
forms:

3. Open the Adobe Acrobat Pro/Reader application,
4. 0On the Acrobat Reader menu, go to File->Open. Open
the file from where you saved it.

5. Complete the form and save the changes before




How Local Conservation Funds Work

Recommendations

Non-Profit provided to Elected

Organizations or Proposal reviewed
Indigenous Nation by Technical Experts
applies for Funding

Officials who decide
on which projects to
fund




Columbia Valley Local Conservation Fund

On November 15% 2008

GLEAN WATER
WILDLIFE VOTE YES
OPEN SPACE T BCL
- " CONSERVATION
FUND

 YES




Innovative Leadership

“demonstrate innovation,
leadership and collaboration in

sustainable land use in BC”
Real Estate Foundation of BC



RDCK Local Conservation Fund

Electoral Area D
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KC

Koofenay Conservatian Frogrom

Local Conservation Fund Projects

Ce
Initial

Colum Vetlands Columbia Wetlands Kootenay Community Bat
A ter Purchase Waterbird Survey E

asa

Nose hay Wats

Monitoring

Cottonwood L



upporting Farm Stewards




Restoring Ecosystems




Reducing Human-Wildlife Conflict
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Creating Pollinator Meadow
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Kootenay Watershed Science Photo



Improving Sensitive Areas

Pat Morrow Photo



Local Priorities

P i

<1 "Marey Mahr Photo .




Economic Benefits




Economic Benefits

Columbia Valley Local Conservation Fund
$3,478,407 $2,680,612

m CVLCF
Contribution
m Leveraged S

® In Kind Value

$19,871,184



Kootenay Region Research Study

Prepared for Kootenay Conservation Program
www.kootenayconservation.ca

March 1, 2019

Prepared by:

NRG Research Group
Cam Mathewson, Senior Research

Kim Scott, Vice President
Consultant
604.676.5641 604.676.3994

n rg RESEARCH GROUP éﬁw

Suite 1380-1100 Melville Street
Vancouver, BC V6E 4A6




Market Research (2018)

Kootenay Lake 26% 42% 10%18% 5%
Slocan Valley 28% 39% 7%023% 5%
Rural Salmo  |'17% 41% 15% N26%2%
South Country 28% 30%  [13% [2ATENG %
Elk Valley | 22% 34%  [14% 2ANG%
Lower Arrow | 15% 40% - 18% [22% 6%
Creston/Yahk | 22% 29% | 20% 2O %
Arrow Lakes | 18% 27% | 19% S %

Strongly support Somewhat support

Support Oppose
somennatl  Somennat
67%  28%
67%  28%
58%  41%
58%  36%
56%  38%
54%  40%
50%  47%
45%  50%



Kootenay Conservaticn Program

Area H Referendum — October 15, 2022

A Local Conservation Fund
wil create a dedicated LOGAL CONSERVATION FUND
fund for high priority local

conservation projects.
This service is being
proposed for the Slocan - B
Valley. Please vote in the
referendum on

October 15, 2022.

PLEASE
<) VOTE

™~

WILDLIFE « HABITAT » WATER

Electoral AreaH =%

- The Slocan Valley




ADMINISTRATION

Latest News

News Archives

I . L
2022 News Arciive

2019 News Archive

Publlc Notices

HOME NEWS

WEKBR HOSPITAL DISTRICT GOVERNMENT SERVICES HOW I

. . i‘; ? '
Home  HEWS ° Maws e RefslEndum on Local Conssovation Fusd ih Elec ..

Todsize — ‘GoogleTmndate W, Statethispageon § W In Q"’
Referendum on Local Conservation Fund
in Electoral Area H passes

October 15,2022

Nalsan, BC: Elactaral Area M in the Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) has vated in
favour of joining the ROCK Local Conservation Fund senvice- The Chief Elections Officer of the
ROCK has declared the unofficial Assent Voting Results from the October 15 referendum. The

aofficial results will be determined and reparted by Wednesday, October 19 at 4:00 pr.

Unafficial signed rasults [PDF - 713 REB]

PASSED!

The unofficial resulis araas follows:

VOTE FOR CLEAN WATER - WILDLIFE - HABITAT

= Electoral Area D

i
e

i
o
-

iy

i

£
]

Electoral Area H

Electoral Area E

Electoral AreaA L




Market Research (2018)

10%18%"5 %

7% IS %
15% IN26%W2%
13% N24%086 %
14% 2A%NN6%
- 18% 229G %
- 20% |N2T96NN2 %

- 19% [NSI9NNY %

Somewhat support

Kootenay Lake

Rural Salmo

South Country
Elk Valley
Lower Arrow
Creston/Yahk

Arrow Lakes

Strongly support

Support  Oppose
somentu)  Somewne]
67% 28%
67% 28%
58% 41%
58% 36%
56% 38%
54% 40%
50% 47%
45% 50%



Alternative Approval Process for Area F

CLEAN WATER « WIL

Electoral Area D

- Electoral Area H

Madeleine. Guenette Photo




Process for Municipalities

» Options for public
assent process for
municipalities to join LCF
Service:

Referendum:

Alternative Approval
Process; OR,

Municipal council
resolution




Stewardship Solutions

Koofenay Conservatian Frogrom

Develop
collaborative
priorities:

Support
conservation:

Connect
landscapes:

Promote
stewardship:

Secure
ecologically
significant
properties:



Importance of Voluntary Stewardship
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(P20 Stewardship Solutions Toolkit

TEURDSHP SOLITONS

ziilafl

British Columtsa Ao

N

A

Colymbia valla.f.

E Duncan Trout Lake
This online toolkit features Kootenay-based resources that offer

g “solutions” for issues that arise around private land stewardship.
e

Apaimae These local organizations may offer information, tools, incentives, services, learning

\

il ot
|

opportunities, and/or funding for stewardship activities.

Shostum

They focus on such topics as wildlife, species at risk, invasive plants, water quantity and
quality, forest and grassland ecology, fire interface management, and habitat

Hoamas

i restoration to name a few.

<<< CLICK THE MAP TO ENTER THE TOOLKIT

Martana

‘Wishmngion










Stewardship Solutions Toolkit

Since its launch in 2019, the Toolkit has been accessed by 2,695
people, over 3,876 sessions and 10,043 page views.

46 Stewardship Solutions across 14 Conservation Neighbourhoods




Conservation Action Forums

Koofenay Conservatian Frogrom

Develop
collaborative
priorities:

Support
conservation:

Connect
landscapes:

Promote
stewardship:

Secure
ecologically
significant
properties:



Conservation Action Forums
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Conservation Action Forum Priorities

Examples:

* Protect, monitor and mitigate
decreases in hydrologic inflows
into the Columbia River and
Wetlands

« Propose designation of the
“Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor

« Encourage the use and sharing
of Best Management Practices
at the local level

I

.. . Action Plans & Inspired

Bighorn sheep habitat restoration

Perform Fire Maintained Ecosystem
Restoration

|dentify and Prioritize Conserving
Multi-Species Wildlife Corridors

Restore and improve ecosystem
function and adaptive capacity to
climate change through the
implementation of climate-resilient
projects



Conservation Action Forums

Conservation Action Forum
Priority Actions Completed/In Progress
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Koofenay Conservatian Frogrom

Develop Secure
ecologically

significant

properties:

Support
: Promote :
conservation: : collaborative Connect
stewardship: o
priorities: landscapes:




Kootenay Connect <ﬂ>

CONNEC®

Dr. Michael
Proctor Trans-
Border Grizzly
Project

Proctor and Mahr
Kootenay Connect:
Riparian Wildlife
Corridors for
Climate Change

RKCP G ecomensie

Trans-Border Grizzly Bear Project

Kootenay Connect: Riparian Wildlife Corridors
for Climate Change

Year 1 Annual Report

Midchael Proctor, PhD and Marcy Mahr, MSc

Prepared for Fish & Wildiife Campensation Program

4/30/2020
Contacts:
miproctor @netidea. oom

marcy@netidea.com



\(\OOTENA)/

Kootenay Connect "

v 4 Kootenay Connect Focal Corridors
( |:| Kootenay Region

’\ D Columbia Wetland area

i D Creston Corridor area

= [ wycliffe Corridor area

D Bonanza Corridor Area

: % Protected areas

— Highways

Bonanza Corridor

Creston Valley

4 Focal Areas = 10,000 sq km ... or 1 million hectares
$2 million grant over 4 years with 1:1 match

(Clockwise) Photos courtesy of Rachel Darvill, Richard Klafki, Ryan Durand, Marc-Andre Beaucher.
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(P20 Kootenay Connect ' %iB

Con EG"

Kootenay Connect Focal Corridors
[_] columbia wetlands

E Creston
1 wyciitte
E Bonanza
] columbia Lake /“Ommy\
E Lardeau | ’
E Slocan River \CONNEC‘/

Protected areas

e

Calgary

Creston Valley "D C | ' Bonanza Corridor

Slocan River Valley

TR -\ :
Selrces %‘ P Corp,, GEBCO, USGS,.
ol FAO NP NRCAN EOE asell IGH. Kad: NIZCrdnance Survey. Esri
Al s Kong). (qbpe Strtilap centribUtors, and the.

GlsUse-c

7 Focal Areas = 16,600 sq km (1.66 million hectares)
Additional $1.95 million over next 3 years

(Clockwise) Photos courtesy of Rachel Darvill, David Quinn, Marc-Andre Beaucher, Brenda Herbison, Ryan Durand



Kootenay Conservaticn Program

Kootenay Connect: 34 Partners 5

CoNNEC!

A S

* Core team of 12 partners leading projects

BC Provincial Government

Calgary Zoo

Cirque Environmental

Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area
Columbia Wetlands Stewardship Partners
Ducks Unlimited Canada

EcoLogic Environmental Consulting

East Kootenay Invasive Species Council
Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program

Goldeneye Ecological Services

¢ Integrated Ecological Research

e Keefer Ecological Consulting

Kootenay Conservation Program

Kutenai Nature Investigations

Bt

e Living Lakes Canada
e MacDonald Hydrology Consultants Ltd
¢ Momentum Mountain Solutions, Ltd.
e Mountain Station Consultants
NK Consulting
* Nature Conservancy of Canada
* Northern Leopard Frog Recovery Team

Kootenay Centre for Forestry Alternatives

e Okanagan Nation Alliance

e Pandion Ecological Research Inc.
*- Slocan Lake Stewardship Society

e Slocan River Streamkeepers Society
*o The Nature Trust of BC
*- Trans-border Grizzly Bear Project

e University of Lethbridge

¢ University of Waterloo

e Upstream Ecological Consulting

¢ Vivid Consulting

e Wetland Restoration & Training LLC
*. Wildlife Conservation Society Canada
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Kootenay Conservaticn Program

Kootenay Connect: Accomplishments

CoNNEC!

Accumulated more than
46 geospatial layers of
ecological, biological,
species at risk,
ecosystem, and human
influence characteristics

58 ha of habitat
improved by tree
thinning and creation
of coarse woody debris
piles in the Wycliffe
Wildlife Corridor

85 beavers inhabiting
17 distinct colonies
identified in the
Columbia Wetlands,
with 2 artificial dams
installed improving 54
ha of habitat

5.7 km of wildlife friendly
fencing installed, maintained,

Invasive plant inventory across
540 ha of the Wycliffe Wildlife
Corridor and subsequent

replaced or removed to exclude
cattle and motorized vehicles
from important wildlife habitat
in the Wycliffe Wildlife Corridor

treatment of 35 ha of invasive
plants such as yellow hawkweed,
sulphur cinquefoil, common
burdock, Canada thistle, common

tansy, and spotted knapweed

45 cottonwood trees caged to
prevent beaver damage in the
Columbia Wetlands

Over 13 ha of shallow open water enhanced for northern leopard
frog breeding habitat in the Creston Wetlands, including 1,643 m
of channel cleared of native and non-native vegetation. Mapping
of 14,444 ha of wetlands in the Columbia Wetlands, with 10 multi-
species wetland-upland corridors identified, and 131 properties
considered ‘biodiversity conservation opportunities’ on public and

private land

Comprehensive field

inventories led to recording

1,425 species in the
Bonanza Biodiversity

Corridor, including over 50
species at risk and 20 first

recorded occurrences

Great blue heron breeding site
surveys in the four Kootenay
Connect focal areas confirmed
7 breeding sites with 161

occupied nests

TYSON EHLERS PHOTO

cells established in the four focal

areas, identifying 12 species of
bats including SARA-listed little

brown bat and species of concern

including Townsend’s big-eared
bat, hoary bat, silver-haired bat,

eastern red bat, and fringed myaotis

6 North American Bat Monitoring

15 structures installed (7 of
artificial Branden Bark, and
8 of a natural bark design)

to mimic artificial old

growth and increase roosting
opportunities for bats and
potentially improve 75,000
ha of bat habitat

Bonanza Conservation
Values Assessment
identified and mapped
high priority areas for
conservation

17 ha of wetlands restored
at three sites in the Bonanza
Biodiversity Corridor
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Kootenay Connect <">

Con EC"

[Jeotumbia Lake Cormidor area
» Buiidings
‘mm_uc
%lnl nd witiifi corridars
w=GH Coftlders

| e Cormidors

Mt Goat corridors
e Walverine corridors PRAFT
== Badger corridors

[

1.

Considering the entire landscape
including valley bottoms and uplands since
all types of wildlife need to be able to
move,;

Focusing on ecological connectivity as
key for ensuring the long-term ecosystem
health that will lead to the maintenance or
recovery of important species; and

Incorporating climate change resilience
into our project designs by predicting
potential “climate adaptation corridors and
refugia” that will be important for species
to adapt to a changing climate.
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Securement for Conservation

Koofenay Conservatian Frogrom

Develop
collaborative
priorities:

Support
conservation:

Connect
landscapes:

Promote
stewardship:

Secure
ecologically
significant
properties:



Carol Latter Photo

4+
-
QD
-
@
Nl
D)
@)
)
U
®)
-
0
—1




Land Securement

Over 83,000 hectares conserved and 58 properties acquired
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Land Securement

Supporting a collaborative approach to
land securement

vaihaiia ioRy What is the Process of Securing Land?

- o . NCC and TNTBC
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KCP Conservation Approach

Kootenay Conservaticn Program

Develop
collaborative
priorities:

Support
conservation:

Connect
landscapes:

Promote
stewardship:

Secure
ecologically
significant
properties:



For more information:

www.kootenayconservation.ca

€ 5 C & kostensyconserationss &% %O

=tvatianProgram
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The Kootenay Conservation Program (KCP) is a partnership of 80
organizations that work together to protect clean water,

g iy e Tha:

£R0 iCice ey What do grizzly bears. badgers, and
western painied tutles have in common?
They are three of the more than 30 at-risk
snecles in the Kaatenavs that will ronfinie

Happy New Year from the KCP Soard and
Teamil We're excited for what 2023 will
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Opportunities for Local Government

1) Explore and promote local
conservation fund service

= 2) Advertise and promote stewardship
solutions toolkit

Integrate Kootenay Connect
ecosystem corridor information into
land use planning

-

Tyson Ehlers Phot‘._



Other Ideas

What could this partnership do
to support local governments
to integrate conservation

principles?
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Thank You, Discussion, Questions
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